# 




PATENT 

Docket No.: DC-02990 (16356.643) 



Claims 



What is claimed is: 

1. A method comprising: 

setting a plurality of switching devices to cause a first plurality of 
devices to be coupled to a computer system; 
booting the computer system; and 

detecting one or more errors associated with one or more of the first 
plurality of devices. 

2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

subsequent to detecting the one or more errors, setting the plurality of 
switching devices to cause a second plurality of devices to be coupled to the 
computer system, the second plurality of devices including at least one 
device that is not included in the first plurality of devices. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

subsequent to setting the plurality of switching devices to cause the 
second plurality of devices to be coupled to the computer system: 
rebooting the computer system; and 

detecting one or more errors associated with one or more of the 
second plurality of devices. 

4. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 



storing the one or more errors into a log file on the computer system. 
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The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

storing the one or more errors onto a storage device located remotely 
from the computer system. 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

setting an additional switching device to cause one of a second 
plurality of devices to be coupled to one of the first plurality of devices. 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

setting a splitter device to cause a second plurality of devices to be 
coupled to the first plurality of devices. 

The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

subsequent to booting the computer system, performing one or more 
tests on the computer system using the first plurality of devices; and 

storing results associated with the one or more tests into a log file. 

A method comprising: 

setting a first switching device to cause a firstone of a first plurality of 
devices to be coupled to a computer system; 

setting a second switching device to cause a first one of a second 
plurality of devices to be coupled to the computer system; 

booting the computer system; 

detecting the first one of the first plurality of devices using the 
computer system; and 

detecting the first one of the second plurality of devices using the 
computer system. 
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1 10. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

2 subsequent to detecting the first one of the first plurality of devices and 

3 the second one of the second plurality of devices, setting the first switching 

4 device to cause a second one of the first plurality of devices to be coupled to 

5 the computer system. 

1 11. The method of claim 1 0, further comprising: 

2 subsequent to setting the first switching device to cause the second 

3 one of the first plurality of devices to be coupled to the computer system; 

4 rebooting the computer system; and 

v3 s detecting the second one of the first plurality of devices using 

i A 6 the computer system. 

m 

M 

W i 12. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

fU 

s~ 2 detecting an error associated with detecting the first one of the first 

l*\ 3 plurality of devices; and 

fU 4 storing the error into a log file on the computer system. 

J 

^ i 13. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

2 detecting an error associated with detecting the first one of the first 

3 plurality of devices; and 

4 storing the error into a log file on a storage device located remotely 

5 from the computer system. 

1 14. The method of claim 9 f further comprising: 

2 setting a third switching device to cause one of a third plurality of 

3 devices to be coupled to the first one of the first plurality of devices. 
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The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

setting a splitter device to cause a third plurality of devices to be 
coupled to the first plurality of devices. 

The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

subsequent to detecting the first one of the first plurality of devices and 
the first one of the second plurality of devices, performing one or more tests 
on the computer system using the first one of the first plurality of devices and 
the first one of the second plurality of devices; and 

storing results associated with the one or more tests into a log file. 

A computer program product comprising: 

a computer program processable by a computer system for causing 
the computer system to: 

set a first switching device to cause a first one of a first plurality 
of devices to be coupled to the computer system; 

set a second switching device to cause a first one of a second 
plurality of devices to be coupled to the computer system; 
reboot the computer system; 

detect the first one of the first plurality of devices; and 
detect the first one of the second plurality of devices; and 
apparatus from which the computer program is accessible by the 
computer system. 
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1 18. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein the computer program is 

2 for causing the computer system to: 

3 subsequent to detecting the first one of the first plurality of devices and 

4 the second one of the second plurality of devices, set the first switching 

5 device to cause a second one of the first plurality of devices to be coupled to 

6 the computer system. 
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19. The computer program product of claim 18, wherein the computer program is 

2 for causing the computer system to: 

subsequent to setting the first switching device to cause the second 
one of the first plurality of devices to be coupled to the computer system; 

5 reboot the computer system; and 

m 

ij e detect the second one of the first plurality of devices using the 

£9 7 computer system. 

n 

rj i 20. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein the computer program is 

2 for causing the computer system to: 
p 3 detect an error associated with detecting the first one of the first 

4 plurality of devices; and 

5 store the error into a log file on the computer system. 



1 21 . The computer program product of claim 17, wherein the computer program is 

2 for causing the computer system to: 

3 detect an error associated with detecting the first one of the first 

4 plurality of devices; and 

s store the error into a log file on a storage device located remotely from 

e the computer system. 
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The computer program product of claim 17, wherein the computer program is 
for causing the computer system to: 

set a third switching device to cause one of a third plurality of devices 
to be coupled to the first one of the first plurality of devices. 

The computer program product of claim 17, wherein the computer program is 
for causing the computer system to: 

set a splitter device to cause a third plurality of devices to be coupled 
to the first plurality of devices. 

Tkje computer program product of claim 17, wherein the computer program is 
for causing the computer system to: 

subsequent to detecting the first one of the first plurality of devices and 
the first one oUhe second plurality of devices, perform one or more tests on 
the computer system using the first one of the first plurality of devices and the 
first one of the seconttjplurality of devices; and 

storing results associated with the one or more tests into a log file. 
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A system comprising: 

a computer system that includes a first connection and a second 
connection; 

^afirst switching device coupled to the first connection; 

a first plurality of devices coupled to the first switching device; 

a second switching device coupled to the second connection; 

a secondsplurality of devices coupled to the second switching device; 

the first switching device able to be set to cause a first one of the first 
plurality of devices t^be coupled to the computer system; 

the second switcftii^g device able to be set to cause a first one of the 
second plurality of devices to be coupled to the computer system; and 

the computer system configured to detect the first one of the first 
plurality of devices and the first one of the second plurality of devices in 
response to the first switching devic^eing set to cause the first one of the 
first plurality of devices to be coupled to tt^e computer system and the second 
switching device being set to cause the firstWie of the second plurality of 
devices to be coupled to the computer system a<^d in response to being 
booted. ^ 



The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

a control module configured to cause the first switching device to be 
set to cause the first one of the first plurality of devices to be coupled to the 
computer system, and the control module configured to cause the second 
switching device to be set to cause the first one of the second plurality of 
devices to be coupled to the computer system. 

The system of claim 26, wherein the control module includes at least one 
hardware component. 
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1 28. The system of claim 26, wherein the control module includes at least one 

2 software component. 

1 29. The system of claim 26, wherein the computer system includes the control 

2 module. 

1 30. The system of claim 26, wherein the control module is located externally from 

2 the computer system. 

1 31/V The system of claim 26, wherein the control module is configured to cause 

2 the computer system to boot subsequent to causing the first switching device 
to be^set and causing the second switching device to be set. 

1 32. The system oKilaim 26, wherein the control module is configured to cause 

2 the first switching afeY|p e t0 be set t0 cause a second one of the first plurality 

3 of devices to be couplechto the computer system, and wherein the control 

4 module is configured to causfe^he second switching device to be set to cause 

5 a second one of the second plurality of devices to be coupled to the computer 

6 system. ^x, 

1 33. The system of claim 32, wherein the control module is configured to cause 

2 the computer system to be rebooted subsequent to causing the first switching 

3 device to be set to cause the second one of the first plurality of devices to be 

4 coupled to the computer system. 



21 



* 



PATENT 

Docket No.: DC-02990 (16356.643) 



The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

a third switching device coupled to the first plurality of devices; and 
a third plurality of devices coupled to the third switching device; 
the third switching device able to be set to cause one of the third 

plurality of devices to be coupled to the first one of the first plurality of 



The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

a splitter device coupled to the first plurality of devices; and 

a third plurality of devices coupled to the splitter device; 

the splitter device able to be set to cause the third plurality of devices 

to be coupled to the first plurality of devices. 



devices. 
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